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What’s New

Are you on Pet Desk? Sand Creek Animal Hospital is! If you haven't downloaded the app yet,
what are you waiting for?! There are a lot of new and exciting features to explore on the app:
« You can schedule your own appointments and request medication refills directly on the app
« You can view your pet’s vaccination status, and download their vaccine certificates
« You can view your upcoming appointments
« You will receive important updates from the hospital, such as early closure announcements
or updates regarding extreme weather

Download Pet Desk

Events

National Adopt a Shelter Pet Day is April 30! Check out some of these local adoption events:

Curtis Lumber PetAPalooza Paint for Pit Bulls at Paint Cohoes
Saturday, June 20, 2026 10AM - 3PM April 25, 2026

Curtis Lumber, Ballston Spa 144 Ramsen St, Cohoes

Out of the Pits Adoption Clinic Capital District Reptile Expo
Saturday, April 11, 2026, 11AM - 1PM May 17, 2026

Muttz Dog Lounge, 1814 Central Ave, Albany Albany Capital Center

5th Annual Woofstock Music Festival &5K

Animal Protective Foundation

Lions Pavilion in Collins Park, Scotia NY, June 7, 2026,
5K starts at 9 am; music festival starts at 11 am


https://www.sandcreekanimalhospital.com/
https://app.petdesk.com/sign-up/sand-creek-animal-hospital/f6fc7046-3a3c-467f-8d0b-ead1e6f0c45c
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Spring is Coming...

Do you need more flea/tick prevention, or heartworm prevention? At SCAH, we
do recommend keeping pets on preventions all year round, but this time of year
is especially important as we start seeing more and more ticks outside. If you
need a refill, please send us a text or give us a call!

Spring also brings a lot of new plants coming alive again. If your furry friend likes
to take bites of plants outside, or if you have houseplants they like to nibble on,
it's important to keep in mind that some plants can be toxic to them.

If your pet has ingested a plant and you are not sure if it is toxic, please give us a
call, or call UVS at 518-783-3198. Pet Poison Control: 888-426-4435 (charges a
fee to speak to a professional/vet staff). You may also view a (non-exhaustive)
list of common plants that are toxic and non-toxic to cats, dogs, and horses.

Did you know that your pet can suffer from seasonal allergies, just like humans?
If you notice your pet is becoming increasingly itchy with red splotchy skin, or
frequent ear infections, it could be allergies. Give us a call to schedule an exam if
you think your pet could benefit from allergy medication - we offer oral
medication (Apoquel, Zenralia) as well as an injectable medication (Cytopoint).

Leptospirosis

In case you didn’t know, leptospirosis is a very serious illness that dogs are
particularly susceptible to this time of year - this is due to the snow melting and
wet soil. The illness is spread by wild animals’ urine, and can be very harmful to
your pet. The other important thing about lepto is that it is zoonotic, which
means it can also be spread to you if your dog contracts it.

To protect you and your dog, we highly recommend updating their leptospirosis
vaccine each year. Symptoms to look out for include fever, conjunctivitis,
vomiting, and diarrhea.


https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/aspca-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants?field_toxicity_value%5B%5D=01
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Employee Pet of the Month

This beautiful lady is Ahsoka! She belongs to Stephen, our Lead Vet Tech. He
adopted her from Hearts Herd Animal Sanctuary in 2014. She loves cheeze
balls, and butter, being the center of attention, and watching birds and fish.
Our Lead Veterinary Assistant, Mackenzie, is one of Ahsoka’s biggest fans.
She said, “Ahsoka is the best snuggle buddy. She knows how to cheer anyone
up with her head rubs.” Her doctor, Dr. Sonnekalb, said “Ahsoka, also known as
cow-cat, is currently the best feline on the planet.” Fun fact - while she is not
diabetic, Ahsoka has had sugar in her urine for the past 3 years!

Get you someone who looks at you the way
Ashoka looks at cheez balls. &
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Adoptable Pet of the Month

This is Babe. He is a male chihuahua around 13 yrs. old and 20 |bs. He was
surrendered because his elderly owner was going into a care facility.

Babe really enjoys going on his walks, but also likes to lounge around the
house. He might need some patience because he can be very skittish, but he
is very sweet. Someone who works from home a lot or is retired would be an

ideal situation since he hates being left home alone and needs to be let
outside frequently during the day though he could be left in a crate if needed.
He'll typically sleep the entire night without needing a potty break. He is just
looking for his person so he can be their shadow. He is fine with other dogs
and cats (currently lives with 3 other pets), but he does prefer to be with his
person.

We are presently not holding our regular Saturday adoption clinics due to the
Covid-19 virus. We are operating on a limited basis until further notice, but
we are still adopting dogs out. We require an approved application before we
consider anyone for an adoption - so filling out the application is your first
step. Different dogs and puppies go up for adoption EVERY WEEK so please
feel free to visit the site and click on the Petfinder link for updates. Puppies
and dogs up to 2 years old are $395. Dogs over 2 years old are $295. 100%
of the adoption fees go to help us save more dogs.
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Learn More

If you've ever been interested in learning more about how to deepen your relationship with your pet,
the team here at Sand Creek Animal Hospital has some suggestions for further reading.
Books:

e Decoding Your Dog: Explaining Common Dog Behaviors and How to Prevent or Change Unwanted
Ones: Amer. Coll. of Veterinary Behaviorists, Horwitz, Debra F.: 9780544334601: Amazon.com:
Books

e The Other End of the Leash

e Don't Shoot the Dog

e Control Unleashed

e The Cautious Canine

» Doggie Language

Trainers who work with families with children:

e Pooch Parenting

e The Family Dog USA

e Family Paws Parent Education

Fear Free Veterinary Care

Here at Sand Creek Animal Hospital, we practice what is known as Fear Free medicine - that means
we do anything and everything we can to ease our patients’ anxiety when they visit us. All of the staff
that interact with pets regularly are Fear Free Certified, which includes an educational course on how
to handle fearful animals. Learn more here: https://fearfreepets.com/

Community Support: Pet Loss

Did you know that there are many options in the capital district for pet loss support? If you or someone
you know has lost a pet and are struggling, there are options out there for support. Upstate Veterinary
Specialties offers an hour long group every second Tuesday of each month at 6 pm. Patrons may
attend in person or virtually. Learn more here: https://www.uvsonline.com/wellbeing-support/

For those who do not feel comfortable attending a group, The Association for Pet Loss and
Bereavement offers a private chat room for those struggling with pet loss. Their website also has
many other resources for those in need. Learn more here: https://www.aplb.org/

If you have a specific need for support or further resources, please do not hesitate to reach out to us,
by email, phone, or text. Here at Sand Creek Animal Hospital, we are all here to help and support our
clients and their families. There are even options for those of us who are suffering from the loss of a
pet for behavioral reasons. If this applies to you, you may benefit from the group “Losing Lulu.” Learn
more here: https://www.losinglulu.com/

Contact Us

Email: info@sandcreekanimalhospital.com
Website: www.sandcreekanimalhospital.com
Phone: (518) 446-9171

© Sand Creek Animal Hospital
130 Wolf Road, Albany NY 12205



https://www.amazon.com/Decoding-Your-Dog-Explaining-Behaviors/dp/0544334604
https://www.amazon.com/Decoding-Your-Dog-Explaining-Behaviors/dp/0544334604
https://www.amazon.com/Decoding-Your-Dog-Explaining-Behaviors/dp/0544334604
https://www.amazon.com/Other-End-Leash-What-Around/dp/034544678X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1343QTPIN5FO4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.xr1d22vdpAoOzWNe1KRlVL9GkrOkSvYfhL2KsWgwhoIferT0rAB1UZ_sE35HCPzNo1MwRZHQits0nXDd7Jm_8QptD0Gall2UpCTXHJdjR2MZkWGs8-RtUd12uEk3fIbhG18orkJDRPX0DcTPGXIgQ_90FVwNjOW-WQDZVWxbeBP4iEIvh4eBP5VFWVHozBzYfu2_ghCDvMs9yG-Gdo69IvM-GrVeHB_bvjR7RmFX6NU.cpLxfFM7rVSLItkqpIRmMXSYVgk7Rtp_edE9-LaEZ5U&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+other+end+of+the+leash&qid=1714587457&sprefix=the+other+end+of+the+leash%2Caps%2C78&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dont-Shoot-Dog-Teaching-Training/dp/1982106468/ref=sr_1_1?crid=AQASCI9T9HH1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._jPnC8CB-jQ9MNm6J0GyqhVqto8l1xIO2ialL2PybKp3Jk2NfXus3nuWcmtvGWbDY5hwmUng--rl4zcmKaNPbfYy3_YTfC-N6rXq8hq2i2cXUwpqF-zPubCGlwR8JYOwB4OEYfLMNi-qY_BwHkz-itwOlO83_5M4AhSWS6ziujRXEsaFu3pXmgcf4tsv7GtqPQtbbAZDP48S3wZxf8afImtz0rzzMf20qyh0mKM3-us.zwRnoohAvRa3pCcNg3WnEZusH1DaUdOChciyvS2tyo4&dib_tag=se&keywords=don%27t+shoot+the+dog&qid=1714587582&sprefix=don%27t+shoot+the+dog%2Caps%2C72&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Control-Unleashed-Book-Reactive-McDevitt/dp/1892694441/ref=sr_1_1?crid=TB6MPQE3PUGA&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.THtELEUJbKvxaLowe8hclO9ey4k57p4Ho8djrGWi-1PZze9xsygB1Q5OdWKYMFLv7Z-ABjzaR9MKBKKtpfKOMS7CmhRe6cQSkl_JX81wR4MA-oGSddhQ5JC2_kD3r2n1F8EB-Ji_F-gZGCSgW1QEertoIJqYcvNLC58EMuTbnxbhkGOECDOhVzgrqODJWRJxd8MtQxsp_BVczAWO2NUcFn_D0wxSrZykZ0pzujWiuKE.6ASYJwBUcVD8jwy4hYr39GccSJ5GXT4r0xAnzEJTXkk&dib_tag=se&keywords=control+unleashed&qid=1714587598&sprefix=control+unleashed+%2Caps%2C78&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Cautious-Canine-How-Conquer-Their-Fears/dp/1891767003/ref=sr_1_1?crid=Y8ARK6G783RO&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dtlk4-ZKagcpaVHV4pJwz6fbxU88wHqYKABWAJjzG2MhPv12hKbJGbzsHhrrQqFzi-WLY4oJyQMN8wA5fiTVOZDy2b6cSLKv-yOFHnFSTl-oBvsmsT3CYb2e4kt-CNWVSqDU4LI_A1nWMvhof4TVNyefWTT1gkjjhRRzZf_1LIxQw17agsza-w8Z0-khuZ-IxOnY5WiaIeaMACwgdJPnuvCwX0u8iJOJ93KJuA7vsj8.aCy7yRQlmjsvM_QEQCDJUd5I9AUqu_z5rLCx5v7NpvM&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+cautious+canine&qid=1714587616&sprefix=the+cautious+canine%2Caps%2C69&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Doggie-Language-Lovers-Understanding-Friend/dp/1787837017/ref=sr_1_1?crid=34NN4GMIN19W0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Xt0P7Hb29RCZnXEwdithttvlwt-xAFy6XL4-I6jtmCUnOXwetMjaTnV7cTCIwEY5D8oZQ7Qepx9sYhmrGNpjRtpSrYB5d6W_WsMOKxIU3djPF0Im9wIFGvVxzLezOkuoqvIW82MCgADRf2RWMlkV6m7FRELWSoDo2WDw0HnAQyd1xem52NGv_4TVAfG0Fam1Qjrp44emin6DZcUBpiKOrtBW-yqJzm3F1mbWyWU7WkM.2l8eGIbJoZZWO7xFbudtsz2YycmIBE98-z0x4we_g0o&dib_tag=se&keywords=doggie+language&qid=1714587633&sprefix=doggie+language%2Caps%2C73&sr=8-1
https://poochparenting.net/
https://www.thefamilydog.com/
https://www.familypaws.com/
https://fearfreepets.com/
https://www.uvsonline.com/wellbeing-support/
https://www.aplb.org/
https://www.losinglulu.com/
mailto:info@sandcreekanimalhospital.com
http://www.sandcreekanimalhospital.com/
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